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G

reetings! Much has been happen
ing around the aircraft and with
the foundation. We are excited as
summer fast approaches.

Another big thank you goes out to the
Valiant Air Command. After the airshow,
as we were towing the C123 back to our
home, the tow bar was creaking very
loudly. Just as we were ready to push the
I would like to thank everyone who helped plane back the last 50 to 75 feet, the tow
us get ready for and assisted at the air- bar broke.
craft during the Valiant Air Command’s
airshow this year. It was a big job, but After a frantic phone call, we were greeted
once again at the last minute, we got it by the sight of several VAC tugs, all with
done.
tow bars. After a few minutes deliberation, one was selected and we were able
We had a pretty good three days, except to park the big bird where she belongs.
for the weather. It rained on all three days
and I am sure this affected the overall at- It is cooperation like this that makes these
tendance for the event. I am grateful to all things possible.
the folks who came out and hung around.
Some were close and others drove a long The foundation put a few dollars into the
way to get here.
bank after the weekend. Our largest portion of the funds came from selling a few
Thanks to Tom Kravis who gave us an items we had found in storage. We had a
official Air America Veteran for all three box of 50 cal and 20mm dummy rounds
days. It was great to have him with us for and were able to sell quite a few. This
the event. I would also like to thank Tom helped to balance out the fact that tours
for his courier duties dropping off parts to were down this year.
Ponderous Polly in North Carolina on his
way home.
We also had some extra R2800 cylinders
and pistons for sale. We did manage to
I would also like to thank Ed, Cal, Brad, sell one piston. It all goes into the bank for
and Denis who helped out after the show the preservation of the plane.
to get things put back where they belong.
Continued...
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I would like to thank our new guy, Howard
Clarke, for agreeing to help out the foundation by joining us as our newest board
member. Howard flew C123’s so he is
very familiar with their operation. He has
also been a big help to Cal already.
We still have a secretary position to fill, so
if you can help out, let us know.
I am also happy to report that Cal and
Howard may have found our ever elusive
hydraulic fluid leak. It appears to be coming from the hydraulic pump. We now have
to determine if this is a true leak, or just
an overflow or pressure blow-by. A bit of
time will tell.
With this information, and an eventual rebuild of our accumulator, we may be making some serious headway on the hydraulic system. We still need to rebuild the flight
control actuator valve and we may have
found a new leak in the nose gear when
we were forced to try the hydraulic steering after we were stranded by the broken
towbar.
Last Saturday, we managed to get a lot
accomplished. We strapped the aircraft
down with a few straps, we put supplies
back into the trailer, we loaded the towbar
on Cal’s trailer to get it welded, and we
got other miscellaneous items relocated to
their proper place.
We were even able to continue the house
cleaning on the inside of the work trailer
to get rid of some debris that has been in
the way for some time. We also eradicated
several fire ant nests that were under our
safety cones.
Cal has informed me that the towbar has
been welded and is stronger than ever.

I am not sure that pulling his Mooney
around the airport qualifies as a load test,
but we will see when it comes back this
weekend.

The biggest difference would be you would
not be receiving a newsletter in the mail,
but would need to follow the blog or
website to receive your updates. We are
still discussing our options. Rest assured,
I would like to thank Denis for all his bat- this is not an easy decision to make.
tery work. We got a new battery for the
forklift, and he put solar panels on the fork- We had a board meeting Sunday after the
lift and the Buda tug. Since he has done airshow. It was nice to get together and
this, both pieces of equipment have fired talk about the foundation and plot out a
up without a hitch. (I hope I didn’t just direction.
jinx it.)
I am happy to say that although the last
Thanks to everyone who has been follow- few newsletters have seemed to have been
ing us on facebook. We are up to 121 a bit negative, we are still trying to con“likes” now. This is encouraging. The only tinue. The board has decided to continue
problem is that facebook is changing once with the C123 as we have been and to
again, and may not be conducive to our see where the foundation is in January of
needs.
2013. We will continue to monitor our
progress and will make decisions as
Another thing I am discussing with the events warrant.
board is the prospect of eliminating the
newsletter, which takes a lot of time to put One way you can help would be to send
together, in favor of a blog. The advan- in your donation for membership today.
tage of the blog is that I can continually There are three levels, one we hope for
update it as events warrant and not be everyone’s budget. All monies collected
worried about needing a couple hours of go to the preservation of 54-674. The
time and concentration to design, layout board so far has absorbed all the other
and writing.
expenses.
I am working on putting a blog site together, and will make the site public as
soon as I figure it out. The other option is
to use our existing website and just publish articles and photos there.

In other exciting news, I am happy to say
that we have our own official home now.
We are now a tenant of The Space Coast
Regional Airport. This is long overdue, but
does create another item to budget for. As
I said, the board has been absorbing
these costs so we are not using the donations for the aircraft to pay rent.

Remember, we have three levels of membership -$25 - $50 & $100
All donations go directly to the foundation for the resptoration of the C123
and are tax deductable.

www.airamfoundation.org

We have moved around a bit in the past,
but for the foreseeable future, we are located on taxiway delta, next to the small
hangar by the old outer marker cafe. It
would be a great thing if we could somehow acquire a small structure to set up a
small museum, and also a place to get our
equipment out of the weather.

I hope someday to be able to attend this
event and bring much information back
home with me.
Since I am finishing this in May, I will end
it here with some photos. I will attempt to
get the next issue out in just a bit.

Don’t forget memberships are still available. So far we have not had any mailed
in. Thanks to Denis Sullivan for his membership and to Howard for his donation.
The application is on the next page.

For more current updates, follow the founIf you know anyone in need of a chari- dation on facebook.
table organization to make a large donation to before tax time, let us know.
Historically Yours,
The board has decided to hang the props
this summer. We will most likely hang them
without the IOC’s as we really don’t have
a way to start the engines anyway.

President,
Air America Foundation

We could put a drum in the tank and use
that as a fuel tank, but it is still an expensive proposition to get the engines running
even for a taxi - or a demonstration of a
big round engine. A big part of the problem is we don’t have fuel bladders.
Again, we will continue to move ahead and
reevaluate our direction as time goes by.
We really could use a corporate sponsor
(or at least a thousand members).
On another note, I would like to thank Lee
Pao Xiong for the invitation to attend the
4th International Conference on Hmong
Studies reception and banquet. The event
will be held at the Buenger Education
Center at Concordia University, St. Paul
Minnesota on March 30 and 31st.. This
was a great honor to be invited, but unfortunately our schedules do not permit
our attendance.
If you would like information on this, you
can find it at their website. Conference
and banquet registration information can
be found at www.csp.edu/Hmongcenter.

Two photos of our broken tow bar.

Got a question?
Ask us!
Follow the Air America Fundation
on Facebook

Got an idea?
Let us know!

